
Kitakami	
  	
  
Interna,onal	
  
Assembly	
  
Hall	
  
2013	
 



Agenda	
 
1.  What	
  is	
  “KIAH”?	
  
2.  Where	
  is	
  Kitakami?	
  

3.  How	
  “KIAH”	
  started	
  
4.  What	
  “KIAH”	
  do	
  

5.  Future	
  Plan	
 



1.	
  What	
  is	
  “KIAH”?	
 

• Kitakami	
  Interna,onal	
  Assembly	
  Hall	
  
• Based	
  in	
  Kitakami,	
  Iwate,	
  Japan	
  

• Founded	
  in	
  September,	
  1996	
  

• KIAH	
  staff:	
  12	
  
• KIAH	
  volunteer	
  members:	
  106	
  	
  

• Office	
  hours:	
  Monday	
  to	
  Saturday,	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  1:00	
  pm	
  –	
  7:00	
  pm	
 



2.	
  Where	
  is	
  Kitakami?	
 
•  Founded	
  in	
  April,	
  1954	
  
•  548	
  km	
  from	
  Tokyo	
  
•  Popula,on	
  93,878	
  as	
  of	
  
August,	
  2013	
  

• Non-­‐Japanese	
  residents	
  
417	
  as	
  of	
  September,	
  2012	
  

• One	
  of	
  3	
  major	
  place	
  
famous	
  for	
  cherry	
  
blossoms	
  in	
  Japan	
  

•  Famous	
  for	
  Oni	
  Kenbai,	
  
sword	
  dance	
  

•  Sister	
  city	
  Concord,	
  CA	
  in	
  
USA	
  since	
  1974	
  

IWATE	
 

KITAKAMI	
 

●	
 

TOKYO	
 



3.	
  How	
  “KIAH”	
  started	
 
• 1974	
  
Kitakami	
  &	
  Concord	
  concluded	
  sister	
  city	
  
rela,onship	
  
• 1974	
  to	
  1989	
  
Official	
  sister	
  city	
  exchange	
  con,nued	
  by	
  
mainly	
  public	
  servants	
  
• 1989	
  
Concord	
  was	
  considering	
  to	
  stop	
  sister	
  city	
  
rela,onship	
  



3.	
  How	
  “KIAH”	
  started	
 
• 1990	
  to	
  1994	
  
Kitakami	
  Junior	
  Chamber	
  held	
  a	
  leadership	
  
training	
  seminar	
  for	
  ci,zens	
  “Crazy	
  
Academy”	
  every	
  year	
  

• 1990	
  
One	
  of	
  the	
  member	
  of	
  Kitakami	
  Junior	
  
Chamber	
  suggested	
  to	
  introduce	
  sister	
  city	
  
exchange	
  program	
  with	
  Concord	
  to	
  the	
  
seminar	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  accepted	
  



3.	
  How	
  “KIAH”	
  started	
 
• 1990	
  to	
  1994	
  
A	
  Total	
  of	
  204	
  crazy	
  academy	
  member	
  
visited	
  Concord	
  

• 1991	
  
Kitakami	
  Ambassador	
  founded	
  by	
  
volunteer	
  for	
  sister	
  city	
  exchange	
  with	
  
Concord	
  

• 1996	
  
KIAH	
  founded	
  to	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  overall	
  
Interna,onal	
  rela,ons	
  including	
  sister	
  city	
  
exchange	
  with	
  support	
  of	
  Kitakami	
  city	
  

the	
  beginning	
  of	
  sister	
  city	
  exchange	
  
by	
  ci,zens	
  



3.	
  How	
  “KIAH”	
  started	
 
What	
  is	
  “Crazy	
  Academy”?	
  
•  “CRAZY”	
  people	
  have	
  unique	
  ideas	
  and	
  act	
  quickly	
  and	
  

posi,vely.	
  
•  “FOOLISH”	
  people	
  who	
  follow	
  “CRAZY”	
  people.	
  These	
  

people	
  help	
  execute	
  and	
  con,nue	
  “CRAZY”	
  people’s	
  ideas.	
  
•  “CLEVER”	
  people	
  who	
  laugh	
  at	
  “CRAZY”	
  or	
  “FOOLISH”	
  

people.	
  These	
  people	
  cri,cize	
  “CRAZY”	
  or	
  “FOOLISH”	
  
people’s	
  behavior.	
  

•  “STUPID”	
  people	
  who	
  try	
  to	
  reverse	
  “CRAZY”	
  or	
  “FOOLISH”	
  
people’s	
  way	
  of	
  thinking.	
  

•  “HARMLESS	
  TOWARDS	
  MEN	
  &	
  BEASTS”	
  people	
  that	
  show	
  
indifference	
  to	
  others.	
  These	
  people	
  don’t	
  do	
  anything	
  by	
  
themselves.	
  	
  

Quota,ons	
  from	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  Prof.Yamazaki	
  of	
  Shizuoka	
  University	
  “CRAZY”	
  people	
  develop	
  community	
  with	
  leadership	
  abili,es.	
  
“Crazy	
  Academy”	
  aim	
  to	
  create	
  “CRAZY”	
  people	
  with	
  leadership	
  abili,es	
  

&	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  responsibility	
  in	
  community	
  development.	
  



4.	
  What	
  we	
  do:	
  Cultural	
  program	
 

1.  Workshop	
  “What	
  is	
  your	
  country	
  
like?”	
  

2.  Field	
  trip	
  
3.  Campus	
  fes,val	
  

4.  Sister	
  city	
  celebra,on	
  party	
  
5.  Dance,	
  Sports	
  program	
  

6.  Others	
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• Denmark	
  gymnas,c	
  	
  
• Scotland	
  dance	
  party	
  
• Tee	
  ball	
  game	
  

• Interna,onal	
  relay	
  race	
  
• Tai	
  Chi	
  Chuan	
  lesson	
  
• Belly	
  dance	
  lesson	
  
• Salsa	
  &	
  Merengue	
  dance	
  party	
  

4.	
  What	
  we	
  do:	
  Dance,	
  Sports	
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1.  Japanese	
  lesson	
  
2.  Foreign	
  language	
  lesson	
  
3.  Transla,on	
  &	
  Interpreta,on	
  
4.  Consulta,on	
  &	
  Counseling	
  for	
  non-­‐

Japanese	
  residents	
  

4.	
  What	
  we	
  do:	
  Educa,onal	
  
program	
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• Transla,on	
  of	
  leners	
  from	
  mainly	
  
Concord	
  

• Interpreta,on	
  at	
  the	
  sister	
  city	
  
celebra,on	
  party	
  
• Health	
  care	
  interpre,ng	
  
• Made	
  Kitakami	
  guide	
  map	
  in	
  English,	
  
Chinese,	
  Korean	
  in	
  2010	
  

• Made	
  “How	
  to	
  dispose	
  of	
  Recyclable	
  &	
  
Refuse”	
  in	
  English,	
  Chinese	
  in	
  1999	
  	
  

4.	
  What	
  we	
  do:	
  	
  Transla,on	
  &	
  
Interpreta,on	
 



• March,	
  2014	
  
Researching	
  for	
  mul,lingualiza,on	
  of	
  signs	
  in	
  
Kitakami	
  
•  September,	
  2014	
  
Joining	
  Asia	
  Masters	
  Athle,c	
  sports	
  
tournament	
  in	
  Kitakami	
  
• October,	
  2014	
  
Sister	
  city	
  celebra,on	
  40th	
  anniversary	
  in	
  
Concord	
  
•  2015	
  
Joining	
  interna,onal	
  linear	
  collider	
  invita,on	
  
ac,vity	
  

5.	
  Future	
  plan	
 



Thank	
  you	
 


